Humanities 001D: Sustainable Development with American Indian Communities

Last Updated January 16, 2007

Humanities 001D:

Sustainable Development with American Indian Communities:
A DemTex Service-Learning Course 
(unique number: 40151)   course website: www.sdwaic.org
PRE-SURVEY

A large number of university-level courses fail to assess or engage the training, resources, skills, experiences and perspectives that students bring to a particular course.  Often there is the assumption of tabula rasa – that students of a course are, literally, “blank slates” or “empty vessels” to be filled with knowledge by the professor.   

Democratic education challenges “banking models” of education – where the teacher simply deposits knowledge in the student.  This pre-survey will help me – the instructor – gain a greater sense for the knowledge you already have and hope to achieve from the course.   I’ll share similar information about me with you.

You will also have the chance to share more about yourself with other students so that we can help each other achieve our learning objectives!

· Mark

	1. In your own words, define or describe what you think comprises “sustainability” or sustainable development:

	

	2.  How did you find out about this particular course?  



	

	3.  What drew you to enroll in this particular course?



	

	4.   What experience, if any, have you already had with service-learning or democratic education?

	

	5.   What experience, if any, have you already had working with or learning about American Indian communities?



	

	6.  Do you already have in mind an American Indian community or community partner organization that you are interested in learning more about and attempting to complete a service project with, via this course?

	

	7. Have you ever completed a distance learning course before?   If so, what was the course?  How was it?

	

	8. Technology Skills:   Please check all that you have experience with.

	
	Making digital audio recordings


	
	Editing digital audio recordings
(if yes, please describe the processes you have used)



	
	Building websites
(if yes, please describe the processes you have used – and list site addresses I can visit)  


	
	Chatting online
(if yes, please list preferred chat platforms – messenger, etc.)


	
	Using SKYPE to call people
(if yes, what is your SKYPE ID?  We will be using SKYPE for this class)


	
	Using UT’s webspace to store files


	
	Creating basic PowerPoint presentations



	
	Creating advanced PowerPoint presentations (with soundtrack, audio commentary, etc.)

	
	Making digital video recordings


	
	Editing digital video recordings

(if yes, please describe the processes you have used)


	
	Sharing digital video recordings via the internet
(if yes, please describe the processes you have used)

	
	Taking digital images (digital camera)


	
	Editing digital images

(if yes, please describe the processes you have used)



	
	Making pdfs


	
	Making tables in Word


	
	Making spreadsheets in Excel


	
	Making a database
(if yes, please describe the processes you have used)



	
	Making a digital map
(if yes, please describe the processes you have used)



	
	Buying something online



	
	Selling something online
(if yes, please describe the processes you have used)



	
	Listening to audiocasts
(If yes, please list some of your favorite)



	
	Maintaining a blog


	9.   What technology skills, if any, would you like to learn as a student of this course?



	

	10.  Please describe your project management skill or experience

	

	11.  Have you ever planned or coordinated a road trip or other trip?   If so, please describe one of your favorites.   Did you use any technology to manage or enhance your trip?

	

	12.   For this class, would you prefer to work individually or in a small group for the primary assignment of the course – developing a distance service-learning project with a community partner?

	

	13.   Are you interested in being part of an optional Spring Break site visit / service trip to an American Indian community?  If yes, do you have a trip in mind?

	

	14.   Finally what books or authors have greatly influenced you as of recent?

	

	15.  What questions do you have for me / about the course?

	

	Thank you for sharing this information with me!


5

